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(See the end of each note-book.)
The end of Philosophy is a definition of the All considered as indivisible.
The work of the historian of Philosophy is to disengage from each system the definition of the All and to deduce it from it.
Opposition of the Modem to the Antique period.
I have already touched upon this question, but must come back to it.
The same law is seen here as in embryogenia; every new species traverses the Phases or States traversed by the former, but brings with it a differential personal element. Thus the human embryo has striking analogies with the polypus, the radiary, the mollusc, the fish, the reptile, the bird, etc. It is all that successively, but with a special character of its own which makes it a human embryo, a superior character which gives it a destiny which the others had not.
Thus each individual reproduces in itself a succession of systems and civilizations, but with that superior character that it is aided by the superior civilization of his own century.
The world is a collection of individuals in an ascending order; each of them having gone through all the inferior degrees in its formation, but having given them its personal character.
Thus does modern Philosophy traverse the same states and systems as Ancient Philosophy, but with a personal and superior element.
In order to know this element we must observe: 1, the starting-point; 2, the simultaneous exterior actions.
Modern Philosophy is the outcome: 1. Of Antiquity through Scholasticism.
309ht.    This fault is general in modern Christian systems, and shocks one especially after reading the Ancients.
